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The Issue The Council/LPA is promoting a Local Development Order (LDO) at the 
Somer Valley Enterprise Zone (SVEZ) to enable delivery of this long-
standing employment land allocation, via a master planning process.  
 
This item brings forward the Future Ambitions paper which highlights the 
current manifesto commitments of the Administration and how as the 
SVEZ is implemented, following the adoption of the LDO, it will seek to 
deliver benefits to the community over and above planning requirement.  

The decision (1) To adopt the eight aims defined within the report that set the 
Council’s commitments for the Somer Valley Enterprise Zone. 
 

(2) To review progress on the Enterprise Zone regularly and to agree 
any further interventions required to ensure that these ambitions 
are being met. 

Rationale for 
decision 

The Council is committed to delivering the Somer Valley Enterprise Zone 
(SVEZ). This is a priority in the adopted Local Plan and the Bath and 
North East Somerset Economic Strategy under Cabinet paper E3499.  
 
There is a market failure in the provision of employment space in Bath 
and North East Somerset, including in the Somer Valley where there is 
clear evidence of a reduction in good quality, local jobs and increase in 
out-commuting. The Council’s new Economic Strategy therefore prioritises 
action to: 
 
a) Create Resilient Businesses by building a diverse, creative, and 
sustainable base. 
 
b) Support Stronger Places, building resilience and sharing prosperity 
more fairly.  
 
c) In addition, the Economic Strategy expresses our commitment to 
supporting a greener economy. 
 

Other options 
considered 

Not applicable. 

The Decision is subject to Call-In within 5 working days of publication of the decision 
 


